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Elements of a Short Story


Short Stories
- Adventure tales, mysteries, science fiction, and animal fables are just a few of the varied types of short stories.  Although each is unique, they share certain elements.

Plot/


-is the sequence of events in a short story
Conflict
- Is a struggle between opposing forces.


-internal conflict takes place in the mind of the character


-external conflict is one in which a character struggles with an outside force or another person

Setting
-is the time and place of the action in a story.  On occasion the setting can be the force  that the characters struggle against, the source of the story’s conflict.  It can also create mood or emotional atmosphere.

Characters
-are the people or animals that take part in the action


-character traits are the qualities, attitudes, and values that a character possesses – such as dependability or intelligence


-character’s motives are reasons for a character’s actions, with motivation coming from internal causes like loneliness or jealousy, or from external causes like danger or poverty.

Theme
- is the central message expressed in a story

Point of View

-is the perspective from which a story is told

1st Person
-presents the story from the perspective of a character in the story

3rd Person
-tells the story from the perspective of a narrator outside of the story


An omniscient 3rd person narrator knows everything that happens and reveals what each character thinks and feels.


A limited 3rd person narrator reveals the thoughts and feelings of a single character.

