Genres of Literature


Genre


-it is a common division or type of literature




-commonly divided into 3 major genres:

1. Poetry – lyric, concrete, dramatic, narrative, and epic 

2. Prose – fiction (novels and short stories) and nonfiction (biography, autobiography, letters, essays, and reports)

3. Drama – serious, tragedy, comic, melodrama and farce

Five Common

Types of

Literature
1.  Fiction – Novels/novellas – A novel is a long work of fiction.  Novels contain such elements as plot, conflict, and setting.  A novella is a fiction work that is longer than a short story but shorter than a novel.  Short stories – Is a brief work of fiction which presents a sequence of events or plot.  

2. Nonfiction/Expository Writing – Is prose writing that presents and explains ideas or that tells about real people, places, objects, or events (personal narratives, memoirs, autobiography, biography, newspaper article).

3.  Poetry – most poems make use of highly concise, musical, and emotionally charged language, and special devices of sound such as rhyme.

4. Drama – A drama is a story written to be performed by actors.  The script of a drama is made up of  dialogue and stage directions.  The dialogue is the words spoken by the actors.  The stage directions, usually printed in italics, tell how the actors should look, move, and speak (also describing sound effects, setting, and lighting).

5. Folklore – is a story composed orally and then passed from person to person by word of mouth.  These stories originated among people who could neither read nor write.  It was used as a form of entertainment and often reflects the cultural beliefs and environments from which they come.
