Subject-Verb Agreement


Subject-verb agreement
- a verb agrees with its subject in person and number

Doesn’t
- use when the subject is 3rd person singular

Don’t
- use in all other cases

You (as subject)
- use are and were with your subject whether the subject is singular or plural

- do not use is or was with You as the subject

There is/There are
- when there is or there are introduces a sentence, the subject follows the verb 

· use there is (was, has been) with singular subjects

· use there are (were, have been) with plural subjects

· be careful when using the contraction there’s – it must be followed by a singular subject

Phrases between the 

Subject and the verb
- when using an intervening phrases (like a prepositional phrase) between the subject and the verb, the verb must agree with the subject, not with the noun or pronoun in the intervening phrases 

