Subject-Verb Agreement Part II


Compound subjects
- usually take a plural verb if connected by and, but if the subject is referring to the same person or thing, the verb is singular

Each, every, many a,

or no
- when one of these precedes a compound subject and is connected by and or or, use a singular verb

Or and nor
- when a compound subject is connected by or or nor, the verb agrees with the subject closer to it

Collective noun
- names a group of persons or things considered as a unit

· examples: audience, band, herd, and public

· usually requires a singular verb except when the meaning suggests that the members are being considered as separate individuals – then use a plural verb

Indefinite pronouns
-  another, anyone, anybody, anything, each, everyone, everything, either, neither, no one, nobody, nothing, one 

other, somebody, someone, and something are singular and take singular verbs

Plural in form
- some nouns are plural in form are singular in meaning and require singular verbs (civics, economics, aeronautics, mathematics, measles, news, and physics)


- other plural in form nouns refer to one thing require plural verbs (ashes, clothes, goods, pliers, pants, proceeds, thanks, trousers, and scissors)

